
When Jenny Jamison was scheduled to have a cesarean section 
for the birth of her daughter Ainsleigh, she felt prepared. 
She had already undergone three C-sections with her other 
children, all without incident.

But this time, something went wrong as soon as the doctors 
started the surgical procedure. They discovered Jenny had 
a “one-in-a-million medical condition” that caused her 
to bleed profusely. At first, nurses brought pints of blood 
to her bedside just one at a time. Eventually, they were 
delivering them by the ice chest.

“My husband was immediately asked to leave, and five 
different surgeons ended up in the room,” she recalled. 
“All of my family and friends were watching nurses run 
the blood down the hallway to my room.”

She received 36 units altogether, including red blood 
cells, platelets and plasma. After her daughter was 
born, Jenny recovered for four days on a ventilator in 
the intensive care unit. Ainsleigh never experienced any 
difficulties that day and continues to be healthy, Jenny 
happily reported.

Today, Jenny, a kindergarten teacher, said she is excited 
whenever she has the opportunity to share how blood 
donations helped saved her life — and potentially inspire 
others to become donors.

“From the moment I knew they were lifesaving for me, I was 
just in awe,” she said. “People who have no idea who I am will 
never know that the hour they spent giving blood had a major 
impact on my family. If it weren’t for those donations, my 
husband would be a single parent to four children.”

About a month after the hospital stay, the annual American 
Red Cross blood drive hosted by Jenny’s church was held in her 

honor. Despite extremely inclement weather at the time, more 
than 70 people donated blood, almost half of them for the first 
time.

“It takes such a small amount of time to donate. How life-
changing it can be. Without that blood on hand, I would not 
have made it,” Jenny said. “I ran into one of the surgeons who 
was there that day, and she said, ‘You should not be standing 
here. You should not have made it.’”

Jenny had to wait for a year after the surgery to donate blood 
herself, and she counted down to the big day. When she finally 
gave, she was “very excited and very emotional.” She’s now the 
“proud owner” of a Red Cross donor card.
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During the birth of her daughter Ainsleigh, 

Jenny received multiple units of blood, 

platelets and plasma donated through the 

Red Cross.


